
    One thing of which we can be certain, Scripture declares, is that the storms will come.  

This spring and summer have atmospherically reminded us of the storms that both seem to mate-

rialize  as suddenly as a mushroom on a wet morning, to storms that simmer and tease and finally 

break loose with tremors that seem to shake the whole created earth. The weather this year re-

minds us, in all its various ways, that our lives are made up of both sunshine and rain ñcalm summer 

days and trying tornados.  

On one Monday night while I was visiting my family we literally watched the storm clouds 

tumble and roll towards us so suddenly that we found ourselves frantically fleeing into  the safety 

and dryness of the house. As we sat within the shuddering walls and together watched the amaz-

ing power and odd beauty of the downpour, I thought about how different storms are when ex-

perienced together. With little ones in our midst, we made sure we ohhoed and ahhhed at the 

sound and sights as we lit candles to light the darkness that surrounded us.  

In the past few weeks I have been reminded of the storms that thunder through our 

lives, and the lives of others  in the form of  all those real, economic, emotional, spiritual and 

physical natural storms ñdeath, illness, loss, and all sorts of changes and uncertainty. We have 

had, it seems, a steady stream of people knocking on the doors of our church for help as shelters 

fill up and funding dries up. Tornados, hailstorms and thunderstorms hit hard in our lives as well.  

I was reminded that night, with my family, and am reminded every Sunday as I recall the 

symbolism of the candles we light to recall the light that brightens our darkness ñthe light of 

faith that the darkness cannot overcome.  Jesus is our light that gets us through the darkness, 

and we, in turn, shine the same light in the world.  

In these past few months, as we have registered way more than the usual number of 

storms, I recall how much the world needs the light of faith that shines through the darkness. 

We have been that light collectively as we have proved funding for emergency shelter, for food, 

for gas money, and all else --  the light turned real  in this world ñinto real hope, real compassion, 

and real love. I am thankful that we as American Lutheran Church can let that light shine so 

brightly. I am thankful too of the light that each of you shines into the world in all those ways you 

live out your lives of faith with neighbors, friends and family.   

But I am also reminded of what else the candle light shows us, as we can only see so far 

with the light of a candle ñonly the haloõs width around the flame! We can only see so far, and we 

must, even as we use the candle to light our way, walk in faith ñtrusting that the little bit of light 

we can see by will be enough.  It is by faith we walk, candle in hand, as Hebrews 11:1 reminds us, in 

òthe assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.ó   

 Glad to be Walking Together With You, In The Light of Faith, All the Light We Need                            
Pastor Becky 
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ALCWõs Rummage and Bake Sale 

Recap  
 

The workers put in over 200 hours on the recent Rummage and Bake 
Sale.  What a job it was unpacking and sorting all the bags and boxes 
on Thursday.  17 people worked very hard getting it all done.  
 

 We made $196.00 on the bake sale ï the largest amount ever - and 
$1314.00 on the Rummage part for a total if $1510.00.  We received  
$950.00 in matching funds from Thrivent for Lutherans.  This means 
that Solid Ground, Good Shepherd Coalition and Neighbors caring 
for Neighbors will each get $853.33.   
 

Many, Many Thanks to all who donated, baked and worked to make it 
a success.  

THANK YOU!  

Many thanks to ALC members for the help that was received in setting Barbara 
up in her new household.  She now has a permanent roof over her head for the 
first time in several months.  

She became homeless because of a problem with her SSI Disability payments. This 
has been corrected and she will now be able to maintain her apartment on her 
own.  She wants to extend her heartfelt Thanks for all your help!  

When you want to put flowers on the altar In Honor or 
In Memory of someone, the donation is $15.00 per 
vase.  Remember,  more than two people can sign up 
for the  same day.  That is how the total cost of the 
flowers is met.  Please sign up on the bulletin board 
across from the church office, many Sundays are still 
open. 

 

T-SHIRT SUNDAYS  
 

Remember that the last Sunday 
of each month is wear your ALC 

Tï Shirt Sunday!  
 

It is also  
BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY  

So make sure to invite a friend 
to come with you and enjoy our 

Worship service!  



                                                       
 
               
 

                     JULY    4th   Have a Great Holiday!  

                                     5th ï12th ï19th ï26th   8:00 am  Menôs Bible Study  

                                     15th ï29th    7:00 pm  Scrapbooking  

                                     16th ð 6-8 pm FAMILY FUN FAIR  

                                     21stð25th ð9:00 am to Noon  VBS  

                                     22nd ð6:30 pm Card Club  

                                     25th ð 5:00 pm  Global Journey  Meet at ALC parking Lot  

                                     27th ðALC Farmerôs Market begins 

              AUGUST   2nd ð9th ï16th ï23rd ð30th ð 8:00 am   Menôs Bible Study 

                                   10th ðALCôs POTLUCK PICNIC  at Metro following service                                     

                                   26th ð6:30 pm   Card Club  

           

ALC's POTLUCK  PICNIC  

AUGUST 10th  

following service  

 

Come and join in the fun at Metropolitan Park.   

There will be Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Lemonade 

and Iced Tea supplied by Fellowship. Just bring a 

picnic dish to pass and your best game of Bocci 

Ball & Crochet!  
    



                        

 

americanlutheran.org 
Make sure you check out our new website! 

 
This is the first issue of the Halo to be published on our website!  It may take a little 

debugging to get it 100% so we appreciate your patience.  If you have any comments or  
ideas or would like to remain on the regular mailing list please contact the 

 church office at 586-463-2664 

ALCôS GLOBAL JOURNEY for JULY 2008  
 

Friday July 25th  

Meet at ALC To Car Pool at  

5:00 pm  

 

The second Global Journey will be Friday, July 25 at Mother of the Sav-
ior Arabic Lutheran Church in Dearborn.  The church regularly  

schedules evening fellowship meals specializing in Middle Eastern  

 Cuisine.  Meat will be beef, chicken and lamb.  It will be a cultural type of 
gathering and we can ask any questions we might have.  There will not be 

a worship service that evening.  

 Cost: $8.00  

We will meet at ALC at 5:00 pm to car pool.  Be sure to sign up as  

 reservations are needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

A Saturday morning Menôs Bible Study.  

 They meet at 8:00 AM  



                        

 

 

 

Joint Statement on Sudan: Presiding Bishops Urge Prayers for Peace, International  

Action for Stability  

by The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

and The Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, The Episcopal Church  

June 4, 2008  

Over the past several weeks, we have watched with great sorrow as the new outbreak of violence in Sudan has 

threatened the resumption of widespread conflict in a nation just three years removed from decades of civil 

war. Our sense of foreboding is heightened because the violence has come in and around Abyei, a town whose 

history, resources, and proximity to the border between northern and southern Sudan make it a proving -ground 

for the success or failure of the nation's still -young peace agreement. At the present moment, untold numbers 

of people have been killed, much of Abyei has been burned to the ground, and as many as 120,000 people have 

been displaced from their homes. Urgent action from the international community is necessary to address the 

present suffering and safeguard against the resumption of widespread and de -centralized fighting across a 

country already destabilized by the unchecked and catastrophic war in its western Darfur region. In the coming 
days, we urge all Americans to pray for peace in the Sudan and to call for strong action from the international 
community to restore stability in a land whose people have been entangled far too long in violence.  

First, there is an urgent need for humanitarian assistance ñboth through government agencies like USAID and 

through private giving ñin order to assist those newly displaced from their homes who now suffer without food, 

clean water, or shelter. (Please visit ELCA International Disaster Response or Episcopal Relief and Development 

linked below, to learn how you can give.) Second, increased diplomatic pressure from the international community, 

including neighbor states and allies of the Sudanese government, is necessary to demand that northern Sudanese 

military units withdraw from Abyei immediately and allow a comprehensive international assessment of the cause 

and effects of the conflict. Third, the United States and other parties to Sudan's 2005 Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement should insist on full and immediate implementation of the CPA and subsequent agreements, especially 

as they relate to Abyei. This includes provisions respecting clear borders, fair sharing of resources, and 

autonomous local governance in the South. These steps are necessary for the remainder of the peace process to 

unfold as envisioned by its drafters and to avoid the pitfalls we have seen in other areas of implementation such 

as the current census.  

Recently, each of us has had the opportunity to hear firsthand reports of the situation from Archbishop Daniel 

Deng Bul, the leader of Sudan's four million Episcopalians, as well as from members of a joint Episcopal -Lutheran 

delegation that traveled to southern Sudan last month. We have heard stories of great hope and courage, but 

also of the fragility of peace and the dire humanitarian consequences a resumption of war would bring. We hope 

this joint statement may raise awareness of the crisis, and urge Episcopalians and Lutherans to send a copy of it 

to their elected officials. In these difficult days, we pray that God, whose blessed Son "came to preach peace to 

those who are far off and those who are near," would grant wisdom and strength to our brothers and sisters in 

Sudan, as well as inspiration and purpose to all who watch from a distance and wish to help by heart, hand, or 

voice.  

Gifts to ELCA International Disaster Response, designated for "Sudan Crisis" will be used in full - 100% - for 
this ongoing disaster response. Gifts may be sent through ELCA congregations, by phone at 1 -800 -638 -3522, 
online at http://www.elca.org/disaster/idrgive  or mailed to ELCA International Disaster Response, P.O. Box 
71764, Chicago, IL 60694 -1764. 

http://www.elca.org/disaster/idrgive


 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Ida Feil  

1540 Westlawn 

Mt. Clemens, MI  48043  

August 12th 
 

Mildred Fiddler  

The Village of East Harbor 

33875 Kiely Dr. Apt 401 

New Baltimore, MI  48047  

May 30th  
 

 

Mrs. Ethel Mickey  

37012 Charter Oaks Blvd. 

Clinton Twp., MI  48036  

April 4th  

Mrs. Beverly Stafford 

45584 Private Shore Dr. 

New Baltimore, MI  48047  

December 26th 
 

Debra Czerwinski 

38157 Saddle Lane 

Clinton Twp., MI  48036  

March 13th 
 

George & Suzanne Strawinski 

34 Park  Apt 913 

Mt. Clemens, MI  48043  

GeorgeðApril 30th  

Suzanneð December 11th 

 

Wilfred Brandt  

43616 Riverbend Blvd. 

Clinton Twp., Mi  48038  

D Time and Talents Sheets 
 

Please turn in your time and talent 
sheets if you have not already done so.  
We will have the new lists available by 

July 1st.  You will only be signing up for 
one year!     

WALKING FOR GOD  
 

With the beautiful weather starting, 
please consider this new ministry.  

 
 It consists of putting door hangers out 
into our  neighborhood. The door hang-
ers  contain information about the many 

events that we have going on at ALC.  

 VBS, Concerts, Plays, MCREST,  

Squirmers Serviceé and they change 
with each program we have.  

 
We have so much to offer to the commu-

nity and it is our way of letting them 
know what is going on here at ALC and 

that they are more than welcomed to join 
us!  

 
You can get your exercise and advertise 

for ALC at the same time!   

 

Call Cindy at the church office 463 -2664 
and she will provide you with the needed 
door hangers and a route. Picking a time 

to do it is up to you!  



FAMILY NIGHT AT ALC  
Wednesday   JULY 16 th  6 - 8 pm 

 

2 MOONWALKS  

Games to play, hoola hoops, jump rope, chalk art,  

HOT DOGS, SNOW CONES, and other yummy food.  
There is no charge but  there will be a freewill offering  

Vacation  

Bible  

School  
JULY 21st to 25th  

9 am to Noon  

 
COME and ENJOY Stories, Games,  

Crafts, Videos and Snacks!  

&  

Learn about Jesus!  

 

We are looking forward to seeing you there!  

 



  

 
 



      

 

ALC GARDEN CLUB NEEDS YOUR HELP!!  

The yard around the church is looking beautiful with the perennial flowers and trees.  Now 

it just takes about an hour or so each week to keep things looking nice.  No experience is 

necessary, we (Rosalie Frantz and Nancy Ehrke) can show you what to do, and we finish 

this labor of love by going out to lunch!  Please join us on Thursdays at 10 am or if a differ-

Holy Land YOUTH Adventure  

Summer 0f 2009  

The Southeast Michigan Synod is partnering with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and the Holy Land to sponsor a youth mission trup for rela-
tionship development and to better understand the lives of our brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  

When?  Mid June to Early July, 2009  

Where?  Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Ramallah  

WHO?  Youth ages 15 to 20  

COST?  Approx. $2000.00 including air, lodging and meals.  Payment arrange-
ments can be made possible.  Application deadline is  

September 14th, 2008  

Contact   Ms. Lisa Jefferys, St. George Lutheran at   

youthand fam@stgeorgelutheran.org or (810) 229 -6670  

CDõs OF WORSHIP SERVICE AVAILABLE!  With 

our updated sound technology, we are able to copy the 

worship service onto CDõs for those who would like a 

copy, or know of someone who would like to enjoy our 

worship service at home.  Please let the office know if 

you would like a copy as soon as possible after the ser-

vice.  There are also a few CD players available if 

needed. 



 
 
 
 

 
 Did you know? In an effort to keep up with our growing, going ñThis Way óN That family this DID YOU KNOW section will try 
to keep us in touch with members changes, transitions, ñgrowingsò  and ñgoings on!ò Please help us keep in touch with our 
ALC family by sending an e-mail of children and grandchildren, going to school, getting married, jobs, houses, and so on. And 
all of the rest of us who are having grandchildren, great- grandchildren, discovering new frontiers in jobs, ventures and other 
ventures. The hope is that we will be better able to pray for each other, keep in contact, rejoice and even mourn as a family. 
Send you news to amluth@sbcglobal.net, or put a line, paragraph or special letter in the offering plate or office.  

 DID YOU KNOWééé.. 

For those of you looking for free or low cost medications, consider exploring RX ASSIST.  It is a patient 
assistance program run by pharmaceutical companies to provide free medications to people who canôt afford to 
buy their medicine.  For details see the website:           

                                        http://www.rxassist.org/default.cfm.  

 

Chelsea Mathis from Lord of Light Lutheran Campus Ministry in Ann Arbor and St. John in Dundee has 
been appointed to serve as a volunteer in the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission Program.  Chelsea will be 
serving in Jerusalem and the West Bank for on year beginning in August 2008. 

The ELCA Global Mission Unit contributes $6,000 for each participant in the program.  Participants 
like Chelsea are responsible for raising a minimum of $4,000 for the program.  The Southeast Michigan Synod 
will contribute $1,000 for this and is inviting individuals and congregations to support the work that she will be 
doing.  Resources provide for transportation costs, housing, board or food allowance, a small stipend, health in-
surance, U.S. and in Palestine orientation and a re-entry conference. 

We thank Chelsea for being on the ground for us over the next year which will help us to stand in soli-
darity with Palestinians and Palestinian Christians and for how she can help us to deepen our relationships with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land.  

Checks for contributions should be made payable to the Southeast Michigan Synod.  In the  memo portion of you 

check write Mathis -Young Adult in Global Mission.  

 

 

Young Adults in Global Mission offers international service opportunities to young adults of the ELCA who are willing 
to share their gifts, receive the gifts of others, participate in intentional Christian communities of learning and service, 
and live at subsistence level to help meet needs worldwide.  Through a variety of experiences, Young Adults in Global 
Mission volunteers witness to their faith  and learn about the global church.  Young adults serve in churches, schools 
and social service ministries.  Currently the program is engaged in work in Argentina, Uruguay, India, Kenya, Mexico, 
Palestine, Slovakia, South Africa, and the United Kingdom.  

mailto:amluth@sbcglobal.net

