
THE HALO 
January & February 2010 

    

Lessons Along the Way  

Take off Your Shoes (You are on Holy Ground)  

Four years ago now, right around this time of year, I left Tanzania after 

studying there for about four months. On the last day, one of my professors took 

us to several different temples, mosques,  and other religious places. Much of it, 

like the country itself was odd and foreign to me . I recall how the whole 

experience made me think about how expansive God is, how much I had yet to 

discover about Godõs love for all people, and how Holy life is ,  in all its mystery.  

I only know even the faintest beginnings of the stories surrounding the many 

places we visited that day that  led those  to take off their shoes and worship  the 

various shivas and god desses we visited that day, but I heard the lov e in the 

stories  that were told and retold by those who come to d ress and care for them. 

The faithful  who each day request that their  prayers be heard with th e sound of 

a bell, who wash these strange and unusual gods  with the precious and pure milk of 

devotion, and who se e in them something that arouse  aspirations to live better, to 

be better, to ascend to a somehow higher state of life and being. I recall how 

unfamiliar and in awe I was. How huge and mysterious God seemed to me.  

And then in the midst of the unfamiliar,  I heard the familiar words  press 

on my ears as we were about to enter a worship space.  Take off your shoes; you 

are on holy ground .   

I thought about how familiar those words were  to me; how holy all of life 

is, how much I did not understand  about the mysterious God I worship.  I thought 

too how all our experiences tell us about our God who  is as boundless and 

mysterious as the universe itself, a God who cannot be entirely known by human 

thought, or fully encompassed by our limited experience.   

 I recall especially at this time of year, as we are still in the wonder and 

glow of Christmas, as we again begin a new year, how we live in expectation, how 

God surprises us; God coming  as a b aby,  to an unwed mother, who has heard the 

voice of an angel.  We are standing on Holy Ground as the words, the mysterious 

words,  sink deep. And we comprehend in those deep recesses of our flesh and 

bone, as we stand on this holy ground .   Standing on Holy Ground as we try to 

comprehend t he love that sets the  rhythms  of our days; that stretches us to the  

expectation of the higher and the hope of the better. And, as I listen, I am 

thankful, once again to hear for the first time; to hear and see with new ears and 

new eyes the God of my worship who loves ,  and loves ,  and loves the whole world.  

Wherever I am, whenever this sinks in, I am standing on Holy Ground.  

Wishing you a Year of Being Aware of the Holy Ground on which we all 

stand, always In Godõs Amazing and Mysterious Love, 

 

Pastor Becky  



 

                       

    

SEEING SYMBOLS/We are seeing God everywhere!  

  

On Sunday, January 17th at 12:30,  

we will be sharing food and discussing the book:  

òThe Lost Symbolóby Dan Brown, author of  

òThe DaVinci Codeó , among others. 

If you have yet to read this book, there is still time.  

This is a part of the ongoing project funded through Calvin College.  

 

 

 

         If you havenôt picked yours up yet,  

        they are in the narthex.  

 

T-SHIRT SUNDAYS  
 

Remember that the last Sunday of each month is wear your ALC T ï Shirt Sunday!  
 

It is also  
BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY  

So make sure to invite a friend to come with you and enjoy our Worship service!  

 

Mondays: 10:00 ñ6:30  

Tuesday thru Friday, 11:00 ñ4:00 



                              

 

The Bible explained by kids ñthe truth has been redefined!  

(From a lady in Oregonñfound on the Internet)Your biblical history. Let our junior church students 

help you with this complete overview ofScripture, compiled from their essays: 

 

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, Darkness and some gas. 

The Bible says, òthe Lord thy God is one,ó but I think He must be a lot older than that. Anyway, God 

said, òGive me a light!ó And someone did. Then God made the world. He split the Adam and made 

Eve. Adam and Eve were naked,  but they werenõt embarrassed because mirrors werenõt invented 

yet.  Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of 

Eden. Not sure what they were driven in, though, because they didnõt have cars. 

 

Adam and Eve had a sin, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel. Pretty soon, all of the 

early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or something.  One of 

the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but on of his kids was kind of a ham. Noah 

built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it.  He asked some other people to join him, 

but they said they would take a rain check.  After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob 

was more famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for 

some pot roast. Jacob had a son named Joseph who woe a really loud sports coat. 

 

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses led the Israel 

Lights out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten plagues on Pharaohõs people. 

These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable. God fed the Israel Lights every day 

with manicotti. Then He gave him his top ten commandments. These include donõt lie, cheat, smoke, 

dance, or covet your neighborõs bottom (the Bible used a bad word for bottom that Iõm not sup-

posed to say, but sometimes Dad uses it when he talks about the president).  Oh, yeah, I just 

thought of one more: Humor thy father and mother. 

 

One of Mosesõ best helpers was Joshua, who was the first Bible guy to use spies. Joshua fought the 

battle of Geritol and the fence fell over on the town. After Joshua came David. He got to be king 

by killing a giant with a slingshot. He had a son named Solomon who had about 300 wives and 500 

Porcupines.  My teacher says he was wise, but that doesnõt sound very wise to me. After Solomon, 

there were a bunch of major league prophets. One of these ws Jonah, who was swallowed by a whale 

and barfed up on the shore.  There were also some minor league prophets, but I guess we donõt have 

to worry about them.  

(continued on next page) 



                       

ALTAR FLOWERS   
  
When you order flowers to be placed for an occasion and would like to take them 
home, please sign up for the 1st or 3rd Sunday of the month nearest the event. Real 
flowers are ordered for those days (Communion Sundays) and silk flowers are used 
for the other Sundays.  The cost is $15.00 regardless of real or silk.  If anyone would 
like to make matching silk flower bouquets for the Altar Flower holders, please con-
tact the office.  It is nice to have a few sets that can be alternated throughout the 
year.   

 

 

 

As we enter the New Year, let us remember those who now celebrate a 

New Life in the arms of God.  Remember those, if you would, with a gift 

to the church in their name. 

(Continued) 

After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus was the star of the New Testament. He 

was born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I was born in a barn, too, because my mom is always saying 

to me, òClose the door! Were you born in a barn?ó It would be nice to say, òAs a matter of fact, I 

was!ó) 

During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the Pharisees and the Republicans. 

Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas was so evil, they 

named a terrible vegetable after him. 

Jesus was a great man and healed many leopards and even preached to some Germans on the 

Mount. But the Republicans and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot. Pilot did-

nõt stick up for Jesus. He just washed his hands instead. Anyway, Jesus died for our sins, then 

came back to live again. 

He will be back at the end of the Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution. 

There! Now you understand it. 

 



                       

CDôs OF WORSHIP SERVICE AVAILABLE!   

With our updated sound technology, we are able to record 
the worship service onto CDôs for those who would like a 
copy. The CDôs are not reusable, so it is nice to pass them on 
to anyone else you know that might enjoy listening to the 
service, too.  
 

 Please let the office know if you would like a 
copy as soon as possible after the service.   

 
There are also a few CD players   available,  if 

needed. 

americanlutheran.org 
Make sure you check out our website! 

 

 
 

 

Due to circumstances beyond anyoneõs control, the Monday Bunch has not been meeting. 

However, the scrapbook group has noticed and extends an invitation to anyone inter-

estedñeven if you have not been a member of either group. Bring your yarn, thread, 

needles, scrapbooking supplies, or just come and work on the jigsaw puzzle and enjoy 

the fellowship. Or bring your own project, whatever it may be. The group meets every 

other Tuesday at 7 PM in the lounge.  

SCRAPBOOKING  AND  

NEEDLEWORK  

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mildred Fiddler  

The Village of East Harbor 

33875 Kiely Dr. Apt 401 

New Baltimore, MI  48047  

May 30th  
 

 

Mrs. Ethel Mickey  

37012 Charter Oaks Blvd. 

Clinton Twp., MI  48036  

April 4th  

Mrs. Beverly Stafford 

45584 Private Shore Dr. 

New Baltimore, MI  48047  

December 26th 
 

Debra Czerwinski 

38157 Saddle Lane 

Clinton Twp., MI  48036  

March 13th 
 

George & Suzanne Strawinski 

34 Park  Apt 913 

Mt. Clemens, MI  48043  

GeorgeðApril 30th  

Suzanneð December 11th 

 

Wilfred Brandt  

43616 Riverbend Blvd. 

Clinton Twp., Mi  48038  

 

 Did you know? In an effort to keep up with our grow-
ing, going ñThis Way óN That family this DID YOU 
KNOW section will try to keep us in touch with mem-
bers changes, transitions, ñgrowingsò  and ñgoings 
on!ò Please help us keep in touch with our ALC family 
by sending an e-mail of children and grandchildren, 
going to school, getting married, jobs, houses, and so 
on. And all of the rest of us who are having grandchil-
dren, great- grandchildren, discovering new frontiers 
in jobs, ventures and other ventures. The hope is that 
we will be better able to pray for each other, keep in 
contact, rejoice and even mourn as a family. Send you 
news to amluth@sbcglobal.net, or put a line, para-
graph or special letter in the offering plate or office.  

COFFEE HOUR  

Hosts and Hostesses needed!  
 

To be able to continue our Fellowship Hour after 
service on Sunday morning we need volunteers to 

help make and server coffee and juice.  If you 
would like to volunteer but are unable to fill the 
large  coffee pot just let the office know.  Greg 
Anderson will fill it on Saturday.  All you will 

need to do is place a  filter inside the coffee sec-
tion and add the coffee amount required, switch 
the pot on and in about an hour you have coffee!  

 

To make 55 cups of coffee in the large pot  

(which is what we have been making)  

you will need 3 cups of coffee . 

A quart of coffee cream is more than enough  

and the sugar and sweetener is already provided.  

1/2 to 1 gallon of juice is needed for the children  

and the young at heart.  

Please sign up or let the office know what  

Sunday would be good for you!    

Thanks!  

mailto:amluth@sbcglobal.net


         

                     
 
                                    
       
                            
 

 
JANUARY 

   
     1      Cody Turpin 
    3       Mel Gibson 
    5      Chad Beyer 
    6      Wilfred Brandt  
    6      Red Phelan 
    6      Skyler Pretzer 
    8      Elvis Presley 
    9      Terri Johnson  
    9      Monika Redinger 
  11       Lisa Allen 
  11      Jessica Goodhand 
  14      Eloise Redinger 
14        Zerma Scheiwe 
19       Tricia Sleziak 
27       Logan Marchione 
27       Judy Nurse 
27       ñWolfieò Mozart 
28       Becky Bolander 
30      Michael Nurse 
30      Lauren Rothenhauser 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY 
    
  1               Jean Cleary 
  2 Elaine Watson  
  4 Lisa Patzert 
  5 John Plonka 
  6 Austin Wilder  
  7 Janice Baumgarten 
  7              Mike Nurse 
10 Judy Karpinsky  
12              Dante Goodhand 
12 Cindy Olson 
12 Robin Sabo 
13 Bob Berndt 
15 John Upleger 
16               Ahnaleza Mittelstedt  
16 Sue Reed 
16 Keith Wolnewitz  
17              Doris Nagorsen 
17              Margaret Rotha 
17              Anna Schroll 
18             Beverly Bartell 
20             Amanda Cook 
20             Dan Olson 
23             Kathleen Hajduk 
23             Erin Lasker 
24             Alex Goodhand 
25             David Baumgarten 
25             Norm Rotha 
26             Ray Guisgand 
27             Nancy Plonka 
27             Nick Rescoe 
27             Miranda Zube 
         

 

 

 

        

JANUARY  
 

 

3rd  Daniel & Janice Baumgarten  
18th  Raymond & Paula Plowick  
21st       John & Eloise Redinger  

 
FEBRUARY  

 

 

11th       Harold & Julianna Bock  
14th       Scott & Karen Turpin  

20th       Daniel & Carol Petero  
24th       Bill & Dorothy Allen  

25th       John & Nancy Plonka  
26th       Orville & Tommy Lenaway  
29th       Tristan & Robin Sabo  

 

If there are any omissions or wrong dates on the birthday or anniver-

sary lists, please contact the office or write the information on a pink 

slip and place it in the  Offering Plate.     Thank you!  

Congratulations! 



 

     FEAR, OR FEAR NOT  
 Jesus talked more about Fear than any other topic.  

IT IS NOT HARD TO COME UP WITH A SEEMINGLY NEVERENDING LIST  

 The current fear is swine flu. Television tells us to fear health care reform, 

layoffs, economic problems, the national  debt, national security, and social 

security. Do not forget the annual problems of hurricanes, blazing wildfires, 

blizzards, tornados, and earthquakes. We are living in a time where fear is 

news and it seems more people than ever fear the future.  

In his v ery timely book  FEARLESS Max Lucado has undertaken the task to 

help us fight the fears that consciously and subconsciously reside within us. In 

Fearless , Max Lucado moves through the New Testament showing the 

frequency of Jesusõ words to not fear and be courageous. As one reviewing 

cites: The author does an excellent job revealing the fear of various people in 
the first century and how Jesus was able to combat those fears. He even 
addresses fears that we may not have recognized within us, like the fear of 
not mattering to others and the fear of disappointing God.  

 JOIN US WEDNESDAYS AT 7:00 JANUARY 13TH, 27 TH AND 

FEBRUARY 3RD AND 10 TH  AS WE EXPLORE THROUGH DVD PRESENTATION 

AND DISCUSSION O F THIS BOOK how we might find a spiritual solution to 

the growing m inefield of fear. Sign up in the Narthex.  

 

 




