THE HALO

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2008

Greetings!

I f you are reading this, you have entered, or al
are thinking along the lines | am, you probably are in awe over the fact that the year of 2007 has so suddenly slipped 3
and another has slipped in its place. Endings and beginnisgsnetimes we are ready for them, and other times, they catd

us by surprise. Perhaps as Christians we think of beginnings and endings, whether this time of year, or not, as most clf§$
associated with new life, fresh starts, and with our Baptism. We know that as humans we yearn for newness, fresh stafls

and new chances in life. For us as Christians, Easter, of course, is our great annual renewal liturgy. The time the churg
marks deliverance from death and evil, of life in the spirit of God who makes all things new. For me, and perhaps for
people, the calendar New Year serves as a check in to ask how we are doing on our Eastertide celebrations. The eruc|
risen Christ gives us language to use year round to be ready to live anew, to rise in newness, to make fresh starts. Difig
people make these starts in different ways. We pray, we act, we fall, we get up. Some of us may write our fresh starts fj
paper. Others may join with others and share what their hopes for the coming year. | have a friend who, every year in
others to come over the first week of January to write on big papers of newsprint all the ways they have been blessed,

all the joys they have found in serving. On another page, they put in writing what they hope to do differently, or better t{je

upcoming year. We know, as Christians, fresh starts and new beginnings are vitally important into living into our faith; i
living out our faith.

In this Year of Our Lord 2008, may Christ be with you in all your new beginnings, all your fresh starts, and al
the ways you are risen to new life.

The prayer of the day for New Yeards Eve serves
as Gododés desire to bless us in all the new ways we |

Eternal God,

You have placed us in a world of space and time,

and through the events of our lives

You bless us with your love.

Grant that in the new year we may know your presernce,
see your love at work,

and live in the light of the event which gives us joy forever
the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,

whom with you and the Holy Spirit we worship and praise,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

May you, this year, continue to |Ii

Pastor Becky
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WOMENGS BIBLE STUDY

Come and join us for our monthly Bible Study . All women are
wel come to come and share Godos
wonderful desserts!

January 15th  1:30 pm in Lounge
February 19th 1:30 pm in Lounge

Womends Ret e

Altar Guild Helpers Needed

Once again, the women of Bethel Lu-

No special talent required . If you are willing theran are plannil|ncg

and able, we would love to have you join our Al-

tar Guild team. Please call the Church Office if :rest:i (‘Ij’heosde frtl)maAé_(t: who Zt_a ¢ sls
youbre interested in Illenjgi N 9Ty tharh% F%osghoaa
care for the Altar, care for Communion ware af- ever? - 1he dates will be F€D. o, I,
ter Communion Sunday, set up for Communion al the same relreat center in Port
Sundays or help with laundering our Linens. Huron. More info will be ava|Ia_bIe
You will work with a partner and we will show soon but be sure to start plar|1'n|ng
you the ropes! your schedule around it now!!

THANK YOU!

To all our ALC Cookie Bakers

L:; It a‘l owers .
who contributed such wonderful
When you want to put flowers on the altar In Honor or In goodies for our many plays and
Memory of someone, the donation is $15.00 per vase. concert during the Christmas

Remember, more than two people can sign up for the
same day. That is how the total cost of the flowers is met.
Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the
church office, many Sundays are still open.

Season!
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JANUARY 1st 0 HAPPY NEW YEAR!
6th d 4:00 pm Epiphany Concert at United Methodist Church
30th & 6:30 pm Family Night

FEBRUARY 5th & 5:30 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner &
Family night with Easter card making for kids
6th 6 ASH WEDNESDAY Service

Please join your ALC Senior Choir for th¢
Epiphany Concert being held on
Sunday, January 6, 2008
at the United Methodist Church
on the corner of Cass & Southbound Grat
The concert will feature area church choirg

and will begin at 4:00 pm..

Epiphany Concert




THANK YOU!

Thank You to all the members at ALC for all your prayers, donations, time and hard work.
MCREST is only successful because of the participation all our members.

This year ALC members donated food goods, clothes, cash, baked goods, sweat equity and a
considerable amount of time. Greg Anderson and Ron Bell spent the week before getting the
church building prepped for our guests. The set up crew went to the previous church and
loaded up the mattresses and bins and brought them back to ALC. They then spent a few hours
setting up for our MCREST guests.

The Boy Scouts did a fantastic food drive and we had enough canned goods to help out our
Christmas families too! They also did a super job at helping with the last day.

Our kitchen crew worked hard cooking, serving and cleaning up! Our supervisors spent long
hours not only checking in our guests but caring for their needs. Actually we were short on
help when it came to supervision. In 2008 it would be wonderful to have a few more volunteers
for the 7 to 11 shift!

Our bakers did their usual delicious job with pies, cookies, brownies and cakes. From our
youngest bakers to our oldest at 90 years old and every baker in between all the baked goods
were filled with love!

Harold Reed & Ron Bell came in every day and cleaned the fellowship hall and clean towels and
wash cloths magically appeared every evening from the laundry fairy! The final laundry of the
sheets and bedding was all done on Sunday morning by Sue Reed and her wonderful crew!

There are so many to say THANK YOU to! Please know that in what ever way you contributed,
it was appreciated ! Wi thout your help MCRE

Spread the Warmth

There is a need for knitted preemie hats, reg. hats, mittens, scarf's, and prayer shawls.
If you would like to knit or crochet any of these items and need a pattern please con-
tact Ingerid Parrish.

The finished items will be donated to local groups that are helping the young people.
Local hospitals, MCREST and our prayer shawl ministry here at ALC .
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Family Night Share a Meal of Pizza and therMake a Meal to Share
Wednesday, January 30 th 6:30Who: Come One, Come All Ages

For: The N.O.A.H. Project

Networking, Organizing, and Advocating for the Homeless

We will make sandwiches and bag 400 lunches to be delivered the next day!

The Central United Methodlist Church Bag Lunch Pragiseen serving those in need for 27
years. We began serving bag lunches on a limited basis in 1975. Each bag lunch consisi
can of fruit juice, one piece fresh fruit, several pieces of candy, saltines, a piece of plastic
either a can of Vienna sausage, a wedge of cheese or sandwich depending on whether ol
organizations, churches, synagogues, or mosques donate sandwiches. A beverage of eit
cold drink depending on the season is also served. People can eat their meal at the table
their use or carry out as they choose.

Recognizing that people needed more than a meal, the Bag Lunch Program expanded int
N.O.A.H. ProjectNetworking, Organizing, and Advocating for. Heg/drtnership with

Family Services, Inc., The N.O.A.H. Project provides those who come in for lunch the
opportunity to see a social worker or a parish nurse. Creative and Expressive Arts are offe
with haircutting services and hygiene kits. The N.O.A.H. Project strives to serve all people
taking a proactive approach to meet not only the immediate needs, but to also improve the
of life for our sisters and brothers through empowedrg feeléll who are in need in the
downtown Detroit area.

Our Mission as The N.O.A.H. Project is dedicated to meeting the challenge of addressing
holistic health needs of impoverished individuals and families in the core area of Detroit, b
providing the highest quality of counseling, education, advocacy, and organizing services
persoftentered perspective. Our goal is to enlighten, encourage, and empower individual
improve upon their life situation. Come and help us serve; but help us do more than serve
to enlighten, encourage, and empower others! There are many volunteer opportunities a
with The N.O.A.H. Project. We are always in need of volunteers from other organizations
churches, synagogues, mosques, etc. to donate sandwiches or whole lunches to be used
lunch. We are also in need of volunteers to help serve lunch each Monday and Thursday
people who are creative, we are in need of artists to lead Creative Arts Workshops. Pleas
Andrew Wessel if you would like to know more! Call at (S¥2296%x at (313) 98328

or write at 23 E. Adams, Detroit, Ml 48226. We look forward to working with you to better
lives of our sisters and brothers!

***** We are looking for other fellowship/service opportunities for whole families. If you have
any ideas, please write them on a APink Cardodo an
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Remember Our
omel

Mrs. Ida Feil

1540 Westlawn

Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043
August 12th

Mildred Fiddler

The Village of East Harbor
33875 Kiely Dr. Apt 401
New Baltimore, Ml 48047
May 30th

Mrs. Mary Ellen Kaatz
ClintonAire Nursing Center
17001 17 Mile Rd.

Clinton Twp., MI 48038
January 30th

Mrs. Ethel Mickey

37012 Charter Oaks Blvd.
Clinton Twp., Ml 48036
April 4th

Mrs. Beverly Stafford
45584 Private Shore Dr.
New Baltimore, Ml 48047
December 26th

Mrs. Theresa Frammolino
15894 19 Mile Rd. Apt 106
Clinton Twp., Ml 48038
February 19th

Debra Czerwinski
38157 Saddle Lane
Clinton Twp., Ml 48036
March 13th

George & Suzanne Strawinski
34 Park Apt 913

Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043
Georged April 30th

Suzanned December 11th

Wilfred Brandt
43616 Riverbend Blvd.
Clinton Twp., Mi 48038

In Loving Memory of Robert Sterkel by: Beverlee
Babcock, Mr. & Mrs. Martin Pender, Terry & Pat
Bowerman.

In Loving Memory of Ed Gohl by: Phyllis Hanson

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

The pastor of First Lutheran Church, Decorah, lowa, was hav-
ing difficulty with his lapel microphone. He tapped it, blew into
it, checked the switchd all with no success. He walked over to

use the | ectern mike and an
wrong with my mi kdezenccholdmembensae-
sponded, AfAnd al so wi

In the Northeastern Ohio Synod office where | assist the ac-

countant, we chuckled about a letter we received from a congre-

gational treasurer who requested a $250.00 refund on an over-
payment by the previous treasurer:

il am sorry for any incon

Charlene Saurman, Ohio

(cartoon here)
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CATECHISM NEWS

DATES of CLASSES
THE FOLLOWING SATURDAYS

January 26th 9 -1

February 23rd 9 -1

HATS OFF!

To the catechism folks who braved the cold to ring the bell s for Salvation Army
at Krogerds on Crocker and] Hal

&

Al so to those who participated at Mc|pon
cludes families and friends who burgered down to help raise funds for Confirma-
tion Camp. McDonal dos do f8BMOdethke busi#st tine! he

To all the Catechism Class members who helped set up and serve for MCREST

Catechism Class

5:30 pm, February 5th

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner




THE HISTORY OF NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS

The tradition of New Yearod0s Resol gti c
a mythical king of early Rome was placed at the head of the calendar. .

With two faces, Janus could look back on past events and forward to the futijre.
He became the ancient symbol for resolutions and many Romans looked for forgiveness
from their enemies and exchanged gifts before the beginning of each year.

The New Year has not always begun fon
date everywhere today. It begins onl¥|for the cultures that use a 365 day solar calendar.
January 1 became the beginning of the New Year when Julius Caesar developed a calen
dar that more accurately reflected the seasons. .

. I n the Middle Ages, the Christiang ct
birth of Jesus. Then the% changed it to March 25, the day of the Annunciation. In the 16th
century, Pope Gregory Xlll revised the Julian calendar, and the celebration of New:Year
was changed back to January 1. .

Al t hough the date for New Year6s DRay
ways a time for celebration and for customs to ensure good luck in the coming yea}.

~We can take the example of the ancient Romans and celebrate the New Year by
forgiving our enemies, forgiving ourselves, and, sharing our@beeh gifts with those =
who are in need. Today, among the top ten resolutions we make are weight loss, getting
: fit, spending more time with family and friends, quitting bad halstsch as smoking and
: drinking, getting out of debt, enjoying life more, and learning something new. Pretty

= sound advice. The big goals may be broken down into smaﬂer,-&aaielmeve mird

= goals

And if things dondt work out on Jd&nuc
= Babylonian and take another shot at it on March 23, the da¥ they observed the New Year
sl ronically, thi %/ear, Easter Sunday =f al
*New Year 0 resolutions then, a fittinmng t

= (Sources: goalsguy.com, Pittsburgh.about.com)

-— T
May the\\ e —”.,I STRENGTH
et ) A SN =

PSALM 29:11, NRSV







IN WIFFH THE NEW

It’s “time” for New Year’s resolutions! We should always want to
improve ourselves for God, looking to Jesus as our example. God
will work with us and through us when we come to him in prayer.

Using the clock’s hour hand, copy each word to help
you complete 2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV.

creation - 3
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COUN DOWN TO THE

car dear

Celebrate the blessings of the previous
year and the hope of the New Year
with this fun party idea and craft.

What you need:

* Brown paper lunch
bags or colorful bags

« Construction paper

* Markers

¢ Glue

e Scissors

* Stickers (optional)

* Inexpensive prizes or
treats (see ideas below)

What you do:

1. Before New Year’s Eve, assemble a
bag for every hour before midnight
that you plan to celebrate.

2. Use construction paper and
markers to make a clock with a
different time for each bag.

3. Glue a clock onto each bag.

4. Decorate the bags with stickers
or other designs.

5. Fill the bags with inexpensive
prizes or treats, each accompanied
by a Bible verse. Here are a few
suggestions:

* Plastic parry-favor watches (“The
LORD will watch over your
coming and going both now and
forevermore” Psalm 121:8, NIV.)
Bookmarks (“Devote yourself to
the public reading of Scripture”
1 limothy 4:13, NIV.)
Small notepads and pencils
(“Let love and faithfulness never
leave you ... write them on the
tablet of your heart” Proverbs
3:3, NIV)
Sweet treats (“Taste and see that
the LORD is good” Psalm 34:8,
NIV)
Party noisemaker, in a bag to be
opened at midnight (“Make a
joyful noise to the LORID, all the
earth” Psalm 98:4, NRSV.)
6. Open each bag at the time shown
on its clock.




" JANUARY

n

15thd Chad Beyer

" Lauryn Mooney
1n6thd Wilfred Brandt

" Redmond Phelan

" Skyler Pretzer
u9thd Terri Johnson

" Monika Redinger
n11thd Lisa Allen

" Jessica Goodhand
u14thd Eloise Redinger
116thd Robert Vidosh
u17thd Anthony Kaiser
119thd Tricia Sleziak
u27thd Logan Marchione
" Judith Nurse
u28th d Becky Bolander
130th & Mary Ellen Kaatz
n Michael Nurse

u Judith Schroeder
u31s Delynne Syrja

A
mnother Year Olde,;

" Lauren Rothenhauser

5

=5

FEBRUARY

1std Jean Cleary

4th @ Lisa Patzert

5thd John Plonka

7thd Janice Baumgarten

Michael nurse

10thd Mackenzie Creagh
Judy Karpinski

12th-Dant ed
Cindy Olson

13thd Bob Berndt

15thd Marlene Kirtley
Jon Upleger

16thd Ahnaleza Mittelstedt
Sue Reed
Keith Wolnewitz

17thd Doris Nagorsen
Margaret Rotha
Anna Schroll

18thd Beverly Bartell

19thd Theresa Frammolino

20th 8 Amanda Olson
Daniel Olson

22ndd George Murray

23rdd Erin Lasker

24th & Alexander Goodhand

25thd David Baumgarten
Norman Rotha
Werner Schroeder

26thd Ray Guisgand

27thd Nancy Plonka
Miranda Zube

Go od:l'n

B nd
3rd

18th
19th
21st

11th
20th
24th
25th
26th
27th

JANUARY

Daniel & Janice Baumgarten 38 Years
Raymond & Paula Plowick 16 Years
Hebert & Mary Lewerenz

34 years

John & Eloise Redinger 63 Years

FEBRUARY

Harold & Julianna Bock 36 Years

Daniel & Carol Petero 4 Years
Bill & Dorothy Allen 35 Years

John & Nancy Plonka 42 Years
Carl & Esther Olson 36 Years

Roger & Sandra Horne 48 Years




