
  This is my favorite time of year!  

      No, definitely not winter, not the snow,  not the coldébut the Lenten Season. This 

week Greg Anderson and Harold Reed put the cross in the sanctuary. I walked in and it 

stunned me. There is was. I stopped. I wasnõt expecting it. All of a sudden, I realized, 

once again, we were about to enter the forty day season of Lent. Forty days of fasting, 

of praying, of doing, or not doing something we usually do, so we can be more focused,  

be more aware, be more I guess we could say of what we are intended to be, which al-

ways comes in recognizing our dependence on God.       

I guess Lent is my kind of season because I am so apt to forget, to rush through things, 

to blaze right through days, weeks and tasks of all sorts rather than being mindful, 

meditative, deliberate and aware.  Lent, for me is that time that causes us to pause, not 

only to look at my actions but to really examine my motives. Traditionally, at the begin-

ning of fast times, as is our Lenten season, a trumpet or Ramõs Horn (shofar) sounded. It 

was a horrible, interrupting sound (kind of like my singing) that signaled danger; that 

signaled warning. That signaled òstopó and pay attention . It is akin to the panic that ac-

companies the cry to stop a child from running into the street, or putting his hand on 

the hot stove. We to hear the call to òstopó  and òreflectó during the Lenten season. But 

it is a time much more than that. It is a time meant to provide renewed, intimate con-

templation on the work God has done through Jesus, and thus making the interruption in 

our lives, not only that of penitence, but of renewal and thankfulness. Because as 

Fredrich Buechner notes if sackcloth and ashes are the start of the journey, something 

like Easter joy may be at the end.  

 Wishing You Renewal on Your Lenten Journey,  

 Pastor Becky  

 

THE HALO  
March & April 2009  



 

                        

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS!   Itõs time to start looking at your soup recipes.  Lent is  

approaching and the sign -up sheets are on the wall by the office.  Each week we will need 

3 soup makers, as well as 1 or 2 cookie bakers.  Remember that Gordon Food Service and 

Samõs also have good soups and baked goods if you are not able to make or bake. 

 

COOKIES FOR CHOIR & DRAMAS  We will be needing cookies for the reception  

following the Wittenberg Choir on March 14 th  and the two drama presentations, March 

29th  and April 9 th .  Plan ahead and bake early.  Cookies may be placed in the freezer, 

marked for ôreceptionsõ.  Thanks! 

 

The Lenten Folders are now available in the Narthex.  There are a couple of different 

folder styles with different denomination options.  Please feel free to pick up the one that 

fits your giving budget.  Offerings through the folders will assist our ALC Disaster & 

Needy Fund.  

Letõs have a potluck and a 

movie, all on the same day!  

Enjoy the movie òChocolató 

and then eat, followed by some 

chocolate goodies.  Sunday, 

March 22 nd is the date.  Watch 

the Weekly Evangel for the 

time.  

 

Itõs time to think spring and that means flying 
kites! If youõre a kite-flyer, bring your favorite 
kite and try to soar first, highest, and longest.              
If youõre not a flyer, youõll want to come, too, 
to watch the fun (and frustration) of this high -
flying event!   Yes, there will be prizes for 
smallest and largest, most colorful, etc., etc.  
After you have coffee on Sunday, April 19th, 
come to Seminole School parking lot and enjoy 
the spring sights!  
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T-SHIRT SUNDAYS  
 

Remember that the last Sunday of each month is wear your ALC T ï Shirt Sunday!  
 

It is also  
BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY  

So make sure to invite a friend to come with you and enjoy our Worship service!  

Exciting news!!  Solid Ground Transitional 

Housing is set to open in March!   In 

preparation, they are equipping their 

kitchen to accommodate lots of hungry 

families.  ALC member, Vi Bell, has been 

very instrumental in setting up the 

kitchen space (with assistance from  

husband, Ron).  ALCW recently presented 

Vi with a check for $500.00 to allow her to 

go shopping for some needed items.  Super 

shoppers Vi and Ron did a fantastic job!!  

Solid Ground will now be able to easily 

minister to their guestsõ hunger as well as 

housing.   

            O boy! 

               Itõs time                         

 4 Bingo & Pizza!  

   B sure 2 come  

       4 the fun!            

ASSISTANCE FOR SOLID GROUND  

BINGO & Pizza 
G 49   0 72 

Wrap up those white elephant 

gifts and come to the Fellowship 

Hall at 3:00 on Saturday, April 

25th.  When the prizes are all 

gone, we will eat pizza.  Free will 

offering to cover pizza and pop.  

No charge for the fun! 



                       

Mark Your Calendars!  

 Saturday March 14 th 2009 at  7:00 pm  

The world -renowned  

 

 

 

 

 

 

is coming to ALC with our own Jaci Upleger!  

Lenten Drama Presented by  

The ALC Mighty Fortress Players  

(Written by:  Robert Howard Clausen   Published by:  The C.S.S. Publishing Company, Inc.)  

 Sunday, March 29th at 6:00 pm & Thursday, April 9th at 7:30 pm  

 

 American  Lutheran Church  
38795 Mulberry    Clinton Township, MI  48036  

(586) 463 -2664 
 

 There is no admission charge for this drama; however, a free will offering will be 

accepted and divided between Drama Ministry and a charity.  

 This dramatization of the  
 

familiar New Testament Gospel  
 

is set in modern day, bearing out  
 

the unchanging truth of Jesusõ  
 

life, message and ministry  
 

throughout the centuries.  



                       

CDôs OF WORSHIP SERVICE AVAILABLE!   

With our updated sound technology, 
we are able to record the worship service 
onto CDôs for those who would like a copy. 
The CDôs are not reusable, so it is nice to 
pass them on to anyone else you know that 
might enjoy listening to the service, too.  
Please let the office know if you would like a 
copy as soon as possible after the service.  
There are also a few CD players available,       
if needed. 

Saturday morning  
Menôs Bible Study.  

 8:00 am in the Lounge.  

ALTAR FLOWERS   
  
When you order flowers to be placed for an occasion and would like to take them 
home, please sign up for the 1st or 3rd Sunday of the month nearest the event. Real 
flowers are ordered for those days (Communion Sundays) and silk flowers are used 
for the other Sundays.  The cost is $15.00 regardless of real or silk.  If anyone would 
like to make matching silk flower bouquets for the Altar Flower holders, please con-
tact the office.  It is nice to have a few sets that can be alternated throughout the 

 

 
 

Given in Loving Memory of Robert Vidosh:  by Doris Miller, 
Ray & Delinda Guisgand, John & Anna Sleziak, Gladys Dixon, 
Brad & Vicky Bolitho, Harry & Elaine Richards.  

Given in Loving Memory of Robert Vance:  by Betty Pevitt. 
Given in Loving Memory of Delores Haase:  by Betty Pevitt. 

Given in Loving Memory of Virginia Bruning:  by Ethel Mickey.  

When you want to put flowers on the 
altar In Honor or In Memory of someone, 
the donation is $15.00 per vase.  Remem-
ber,  more than two people can sign up 
for the  same day.  That is how the total 
cost of the flowers is met.  Please sign up 
on the bulletin board across from the 
church office, many Sundays are still 
open. 


