THE HALO

November & December 2008

Greetings always in the Peace of Christ!

/‘ ‘\ So what are you waiting for? What are you preparing for? Part of me does not

\' ’/ like Thc?se ques‘rions, n?T because.They end with a preposition, which, in. usual
cases, is a big "no-no” in the English language, but because these questions put
me on the spot.

Very soon we will enter the beginning of the year, the church year, Advent, the sea-
son of anticipation. But of what? Trappist Monk Thomas Merton describes Advent as the
beginning of the end of all that is in us that is not yet Christ. It is a time to anticipate, to be
on our tip toes, to peek into all the cracks and crevices, and to still ourselves as we look and
wait for the signs in anticipation (yes, you read rightly) of the beginning of the end of all
that is in us that is not yet Christ. It is no wonder that we are told to stay alert—to look for
the signs—to be ready. We prepare, mysteriously and certainly of our own birth, as we ex-
pect Jesus to come to us in ever new ways, as we anticipate new revelation, new ways that
Christ enters our lives and is born into the world.

We as Christians mark our time, cycle our time, our lives and year around this begin-

ning. Goethe refers to this time as the time of sacred travel. A way that we answer what he
calls, “our holy longing.” Our longing to be with Jesus. During Advent we leave our place of
birth to journey to the birthplace of another and on that journey are reborn ourselves. Over
2,000 years ago the wise men looked for these signs and found Jesus as thy followed the
light of a star. We are told to look and to wait for the certainty of Christ in our world, in our
lives—to be alert to the signs. To His word made flesh as we expect Christ to work in new
ways within us and the world. To be expectant of revelation, of that curtain somehow pulled
back so we can see more clearly what is really going on—to gain a glimpse, a foretaste, more
of the truth about God's love. In this season of new beginnings, look for the signs; they are
all around you! The light is shining in the darkness, and the kingdom of God is very near at
hand.

By the Grace of God, New Life is Given!
Living with You this Season In Expectation,

Pastor Becky




Womendés Bible Study
November 18th ~ 1:30 pm

All women of the church are welcome to come and enjoy fellowship,
a Bible Study lead by Pastor Becky, and dessert
(and the desserts are great, even the sugar free ones)!

December 16th ~ Christmas Luncheon ~ 12:30

All women of ALC are invited to attend this luncheon held at
a local restaurant. Please check the Weekly Evangel for
location and details as they become available.

ALTAR FLOWER CHANGES

In an effort to keep budget costs under control, the Altar Flower program, which is

most always in the red, is being changed a bit. Flower dedications will continue as
usual, however real flowers will only be ordered for the 1st and 3@ Sundays. When you]
order flowers to be placed for an occasion and would like to take them home, please
sign up for the 1st or 314 Sunday near the event. The cost will still be $15.00 regardlesq
of real or silk. The cost of the real Altar Flowers for Sundays that have not been desig
nated will be paid from this money, as well as other flowers purchased throughout the
year, such as Confirmation flowers, bouquets for special program guests, etc. Anyong
who would like to make matching silk flower bouquets for the Altar flower holders,
please contact the office. We can certainly have a few sets to be changed throughogt

the year.

T-SHIRT SUNDAYS

& ; ltar Flowers

Remember that the last Sunday of each

When you want to put flowers on the altar In Honor or : " :
In Merr)llory of some%ne, the donation is $15.00 per month is wearyour ALCT i Shirt Sunday!
vase. Remember, more than two people can sign up Itis also

for the same day. That is how the total cost of the BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY

flowers is met. Please sign up on the bulletin board So make sure to invite a friend to come

across from the church office, many Sundays are still
open.

with you and enjoy our Worship service!




Special Holiday Services & Events
in November & December

NOVEMER 26th ~ 5:30 pm ~ Thanksgiving Eve Service
30th ~ 1st Sunday in Advent

DECEMBER 7th ~2nd Sunday in Advent
13th ~ 8 8 12 ~ Breakfast with Santa
14th ~ 3rd Sunday in Advent
14th ~ 2:30 pm ~ ALC Choir Cantata ~ iGo Tell I'to
21st ~ 4th Sunday in Advent
21st ~ 3:00 pm ~ Joybells Concert
24th ~  7:30 pm ~ Family Christmas Eve Service
24th ~ 10:00 pm ~ Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
31st ~ 4: 30 pm ~ New Yearg§s Eve

HALO HELPERS?

While Karen and Glenn Rothenhauser are doing a stint in Kentucky, we
are operating with a skeleton staff for the Halo. Thanks for your patience
and understanding Thanks to Cindy for ofil]
extral!o6 Since we do not know how |
Halo is due out in January, if any of you would be willing to take on this
project, please contact the office. The good news is that the template is
all set up and the work lies mainly in filling in the data!

In advance, thanks for considering it!




&f VUUUVUUVUUUUUUUUUUUUUUVUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUYU

Mark Your Calendars!
Saturday March 14 th 2009 at 7:00 pm
The world -renowned
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is coming to ALC with our own Jaci Upleger!
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8:00 am in the Lounge.

With our updated sound technology,
we are able to record the worship service
onto CDO06s for those
The CDOGs are not reu
pass them on to anyone else you know that
might enjoy listening to the service, too.
Please let the office know if you would like a
copy as soon as possible after the service.
There are also a few CD players available,
if needed.

St

Chbos OF WORSHI P SERVI CE IA\VA



* FAMILY * FUN * NIGHT *

Share a Meal of Pizza and themVlake a Meal to Share
(We will buy enough this time!)

When : Wednesday, December 3 at 6:30
Who: Come One, Come All Ages
For: The N.O.A.H. Project

Networking, Organizing, and Advocating for the ﬂomelessi

We will make sandwiches and bag
400 lunches to be delivered
the next day in

downtown Detroit!

ofor | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger

and you welcomed me 0 Matthew 25:35



Remember
Our Homebound Members

Mrs. Ida Feil

1540 Westlawn

Mt. Clemens, M|l 48043
August 12th

Mildred Fiddler

The Village of East Harbor
33875 Kiely Dr. Apt 401
New Baltimore, Ml 48047
May 30th

Mrs. Ethel Mickey

37012 Charter Oaks Blvd.
Clinton Twp., Ml 48036
April 4th

Mrs. Beverly Stafford
45584 Private Shore Dr.
New Baltimore, Ml 48047
December 26th

Debra Czerwinski
38157 Saddle Lane
Clinton Twp., Ml 48036
March 13th

George & Suzanne Strawinski
34 Park Apt 913

Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043
Georged April 30th

Suzanned December 11th

Wilfred Brandt
43616 Riverbend Blvd.
Clinton Twp., Mi 48038

Did You Know?!

Did you know? In an effort to keep up with our grow-

ing, going AThis Way 6N T
KNOW section will try to keep us in touch with mem-
bers changesgr dt wama@shdiifge n s

o n Pléase help us keep in touch with our ALC family
by sending an email of children and grandchildren,
going to school, getting married, jobs, houses, and so
on. And all of the rest of us who are having grandchil-
dren, great- grandchildren, discovering new frontiers
in jobs, ventures and other ventures. The hope is that
we will be better able to pray for each other, keep in
contact, rejoice and even mourn as a family. Send you
news to amluth@sbcglobal.net, or put a line, para-
graph or special letter in the offering plate or office.

COFFEE HOUR
Hosts and Hostesses needed!

To be able to continue our Fellowship Hour after
service on Sunday morning we need volunteers to
help make and server coffee and juice. If you
would like to volunteer but are unable to fill the

large
coffee pot just let the office know. Greg Anderson
will fill it on Saturday. All you will need to do is
place a filter inside the coffee section and add the
coffee amount required, switch the coffee pot on
and in about an hour you have coffee!

To make 55 cups of coffee in the large pot
(which is what we have been making)
you will need 3 cups of coffee

A quart of coffee cream is more than enough
and the sugar and sweetener is already provided.
1/2 to 1 gallon of juice is needed for the children

and the young at heatrt.
Please sign up or let the office know what
Sunday would be good for you!
Thanks!
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NOVEMBER DECEMBER
Jaci Upleger 1 Brandon Guisgand
Helena Kness 1 Ryan Lasker
Chelsea Zube 2 Donna Pretzer
Ken Upleger 3 Elaine Richards
Paul Wilson 4 Roy Nurse
Clyde Heaton 8 Dorothy Allen
David Nagorsen 8 Christopher Bianco
Alan Snyder 9 Gerald Harner
Curtis Valentik 10 Shawn Bianco
Colin Kness 10 Gail Sterkel
Virginia Sleziak 11 Suzanne Strawinski
William Allen 11 Eva Wicks
Janet Guthre 14 Shannon Redinger
Esther Olson 18 Gladys Dixon
Adam Lasker 19 Kari Volz
Kristin Cyranoski 19 Mary Wolnewitz
Betsy Olson 20 Keli Lasker
Matt Olson 20 Kim Sterkel
Justin McNeil 25 Glen Reed
Karen Rothenhauser 26 Ben MacKay
Shirley Reed 26 Carl Olson
Melissa VandeVrede 26 Beverly Stafford
27 Jeff Pretzer
29 Marc Bates
29 Vera Bolash
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Wish These Eriends 2
“Hoppy Birthday!”

>
e ’7 4 C
e recverscery.
NOVEMBER

2nd ~ Dustin & Linnea Montgomery
13th ~ John & Pat Mikle
22nd ~ Richard & Mickey Sobieski
23rd ~ DuWayne & Jean Fowler

DECEMBER

16th ~ Charles & Monika Redinger

QOADSAD

If there are any omissions or
wrong dates on the birthday
or anniversary lists, please
contact the office or write
the information on a pink
slip and place it in the
Offering Plate. Thank you!

americanlutheran.org

Make sure you check out our website!




VOLUNTEERS FOR
ALTAR GUILD

The Altar Guild is in need of volunteers!
This is an easy but rewarding task and you
work with a partner if you prefer. We will [
show you how. If you would like to serve
in this capacity, please call the ALC office
or Monika at (586) 5661718.

Thank You!! ALTAR GUILD

e e
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PROJECT

Each year Lutheran World Relief distributes thousands of sewing
kits overseas. Many are used in vocational training programs to
teach young men and women sewing skills that they can use to
earn income. We can help with this cause by preparing sewing
kits with the following items:

*three yards of 440 or 450 ¥ ottt
four yar NGKNITOR B06% POLYESTER
*one package of 10-15 needles for hand sewing
*one spool of matching thread, 300 yards

*one card of 6 or more ‘%to
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ANNUAL WOMENG6S CHRI STMAS LUNCHEON

On December 16th, we will be celebrating our annual Christmas Luncheon.
The location is still to be decided. Please bring a wrapped gift worth about
$10.00 for our Santy Bingo game.

Also, watch for baby sales! Bring an unwrapped baby item to donate to Com-
passion Pregnancy Center. Items such as onesies, sleepers, outfits and etc.
are very much needed and appreciated.

Watch the Evangel for more details or call the office. Hope to see you there!







