
Greetings! 
 

 I used to think, òI will be able to do this- or- that, next summer, next fall, next winter, or 
whenever things slow down a bit.ó Years rolling by and, I hope wisdom; however, have taught 
me this is a day that never comes.  These past weeks especially have reminded me that there 
is one bit of news that causes me to stop in my tracks, reflect and remind myself that now is 
the time to do those things I say are important--usually my hearing of a sudden and untimely 
death,  or the news of the diagnosis of cancer, or other life-changing illness.  
 

 In my daily prayers for all those living these realities, I have become increasingly 
aware that the church is the very place to provide the opportunity to discuss and learn more 
about this fact of our lives: that we are all going to experience dying. In these past months, I 
have come to even more deeply understand one difference between us and the world when it 
comes to issues of death.  In the words of Walter Wangerin, (a Lutheran pastor). òThe world 
looks away at that fact and tries to hide it as much as possible, but we, as the church, have the power 
and ability to look death straight in the eye and understand it.ó Even so, most of us avoid the topic, 
or, at least wish we had more resources to deal with it 
 

              Beginning October 1st, at 7:00 in the evening I will facilitate a 5 week series (if we feel 
it would be beneficial, I will add a sixth week) called, òConfronting Death: A Christian Approach 
to the End of Life.ó In this series Wangerin discusses his own diagnosis with Stage 4 cancer, 
exploring topics related to: Discovering Serious Illness; Grieving Before Death; Caring for the 
One Who is Not Sick; How Do We Handle the Pain?;  and, Confronting the Dying Itself. I was 
impressed by Wangerinõs sensitivity, honesty, and humor. If you would like a taste of this 
series, after worship on September 21st, grab a cup of coffee and head back into the sanctuary 
for a 15-20 minute preview.  
 

I believe it can be of great help to all of us and would be an excellent series to invite 
friends to come to. The series includes both video and ample time for discussion and ques-
tions. As the insert included with this series states: This course is not just for  older adults with 
face the reality of illness. It is for any adult who wishes to grow in awareness of how Jesus meets us in 
our weakness and mortality. 

 
 Blessings, in that great, living faith of Christ that comforts us in all things! 

 
 Pastor Becky 

THE HALO  
September & October 2008 



 

                          

Womenõs Bible Study 
 

September 16th  
October 21st  

 1:30 pm  
 

All women of the church are welcome to come and enjoy  fellowship  a 
Bible Study lead by Pastor Becky and dessert  
(and they are great, even the sugar free ones)!  

 

 

ALTAR FLOWER CHANGES   

 In an effort to keep budget costs under control, the Altar Flower program, which is most always in the 
red, is being changed a bit. Flower dedications will continue as usual, however real flowers will only be 
ordered for the 1st and 3rd Sundays.  When you order flowers to be placed for an occasion and would like 
to take them home, please sign up for the 1st or 3rd Sunday near the event. The cost will still be $15.00 
regardless of real or silk.  The cost of the real Altar Flowers for Sundays that have not been designated 
will be paid from this money, as well as other flowers purchased throughout the year, such as Confirma-
tion flowers, bouquets for special program guests, etc.  Anyone who would like to make matching silk 
flower bouquets for the Altar flower holders, please contact the office.  We can certainly have a few sets 
to be changed throughout the year.   

When you want to put flowers on the altar In Honor or 
In Memory of someone, the donation is $15.00 per 
vase.  Remember,  more than two people can sign up 
for the  same day.  That is how the total cost of the 
flowers is met.  Please sign up on the bulletin board 
across from the church office, many Sundays are still 
open. 

 

T-SHIRT SUNDAYS  
 

Remember that the last Sunday of each 
month is wear your ALC T ï Shirt Sunday!  

 
It is also  

BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY  
So make sure to invite a friend to come 

with you and enjoy our Worship service!  

 

Thank You  

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, visits and beautiful cards (Iôve gotten over 40) I received dur-
ing my recent hospitalization.  I am now recovering successfully and should be back soon to my normal 
self? (Whatever that is) I also want to Thank the Women of the church for the beautiful dish garden with 
green plants and white daisies.  I have it on the cabinet next to the kitchen table where I can see it often.    

                                      Thanks again and God Bless.              Doris Miller  



                                                       
 
               
 

SEPTEMBER     9th    5:30 pm Tigers Baseball Game. Meet at church to car pool  

                                           7:00 pm Scrapbooking  

                                14th  Sundae Sunday  after Service  

                               16th   1:30 pm Womenôs Bible Study 

                               19th & 20th  7:00 pm ALCôs Dinner Theater 

                               23rd  6:30 pm  CARD CLUB  

                                           7:00 pm Scrapbooking  

                               26th & 27th  7:00 pm  ALCôs Dinner Theater 

 

 OCTOBER          1st    7:00 pm Confronting Death Series  

                                7th   7:00 pm Scrapbooking  

                               8th    7:00 pm Confronting Death Series   

                               12th    Exploring Peru by Pastor Becky and Potluck to follow service  

                               15th    7:00 pm  Confronting Death Series      

                               21st     1:30 pm Womenôs Bible Study 

                                            7:00pm Scrapbooking  

                               22nd  7:00 pm Confronting Death Series  

                               28th  6:30 pm CARD CLUB                      

ICE CREAM  

SUNDAE SUNDAY  

September 14th 

Following Service 

Come and enjoy a cool snack topped off with 
chocolate, nuts, strawberries or sprinkles. YUM! 

Rogerland Productions presents 

ñSEND ME NO FLOWERSò 
October 18th 

At 6:15 

Cost $25.00 
Includes dinner, tax, tip & show  

 

It will be at the Lionôs Club at: 

 12828 Canal Road 
(between 19 mile & Hall Rd.) 

 

Sign up so we know how many tickets to order!  

 Several form ALC went to his last presentation and 

 enjoyed the evening very much. 



                        

 

americanlutheran.org 
Make sure you check out our new website! 

 
This is the first issue of the Halo to be published on our website!  It may take a little 

debugging to get it 100% so we appreciate your patience.  If you have any comments or  
ideas or would like to remain on the regular mailing list please contact the 

 church office at 586-463-2664 

ALCôS GLOBAL JOURNEY 2008  
 

Pastor Beckyôs Peru Trip & ALC Potluck Dinner  
 

October 12th  
Following worship  

 
A former member once said ñ If you want me in church Sunday 
morning, have a potluck dinner afterwardò and we will!   

¶  

¶ Pastor Becky will present highlights of her recent trip to Peru!  

¶ So bring a dish to pass  and settle in for an interesting  trip!  

 

 

 

 

 

A Saturday morning Menôs Bible Study.  

 They meet at 8:00 AM  



                        

 

 

MCREST 

MCREST  

NOVEMBER 9th ï16th  

 
We need lots of helpers, food, paper products, baked goods,  

clothes, socks, mittens & hats, coats, shoes & boots, personal hygiene products,  
fresh fruits, milk, lunch items , in other wordsé. 

We need help with everything !  

Some special jobs we need to fill are:  

Soup Makers: every night as our guest arrive we have hot soup for them.  If you 
would be willing to make your favorite soup for one night for about 50 people 

please let us know.  

Bakers: And we have some great ones here at ALC! We need cookies, cakes, 
brownies and goodies for desserts.  

Supervisors:  Scary word but not a scary job.  This job includes doing intake of our 
guests  and playing cards or games with them during the evening.  Many of them 
work and are off to bed early so this is an easy job to do.  Remember,  all workers 

eat well while they are here!  

Laundry Assistants:  The final Sunday morning our guest leave we need helpers to 
take  the laundry of to the local Laundromat and wash, dry and fold the sheets and 

towels for the next church.  Sue Reed is in charge and she would appreciate a 
couple of hours of help.  

Set up and Break down Helpers:  Greg Anderson needs helpers to prep the church 
for MCREST a few hours the week leading up to MCREST and the Sunday that our 

guest arrive.  The Sunday our guest leave He also needs helpers to break 
everything down. Many hands make light work!  

Breakfast Makers:  We need a cook and helper to come in early in the A.M. to set 
up breakfast.  We try to make it as easy as possible with pre cooked items and 

cereals.  

Drivers:  Our guests usually need rides to their place of work early in the 
mornings and if they are not working we take them to the mall. A side benefit is 

that you get to eat a great breakfast!  

There are many other opportunities available to help! Just contact, Nancy Plonka, 
Carl Olson or Glenn & Karen Rothenhauser to see where you would like to 

volunteer.   

Ple ase sign up on the MCREST volunteer sheets that will be up in the 
Narthex  starting in October!  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Ida Feil  

1540 Westlawn 

Mt. Clemens, MI  48043  

August 12th 
 

Mildred Fiddler  

The Village of East Harbor 

33875 Kiely Dr. Apt 401 

New Baltimore, MI  48047  

May 30th  
 

 

Mrs. Ethel Mickey  

37012 Charter Oaks Blvd. 

Clinton Twp., MI  48036  

April 4th  

Mrs. Beverly Stafford 

45584 Private Shore Dr. 

New Baltimore, MI  48047  

December 26th 
 

Debra Czerwinski 

38157 Saddle Lane 

Clinton Twp., MI  48036  

March 13th 
 

George & Suzanne Strawinski 

34 Park  Apt 913 

Mt. Clemens, MI  48043  

GeorgeðApril 30th  

Suzanneð December 11th 

 

Wilfred Brandt  

43616 Riverbend Blvd. 

Clinton Twp., Mi  48038  

CDôs OF WORSHIP SERVICE AVAILABLE!   

With our updated sound technology, we are 
able to copy the worship service onto CDôs for 
those who would like a copy, or know of some-
one who would like to enjoy our worship ser-
vice at home.  Please let the office know if you 
would like a copy as soon as possible after the 
service.  There are also a few CD players avail-

able if needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Senior Choir members and those who 
would like to join the choir!  Rehearsals will begin 
on Thursday, September 4 th  at 7:30  in the Choir Loft 
area!!  This should be a good year of praising our Lord 
with voices raised and hearts of joy!  The choir is always 
glad to add new voices to their ranks and offers this list of 
~ 

ADVANTAGES OF JOINING THE CHOIR  

1.  You never have to worry about what to wear.  

2.  You have excellent seats and are assured a   

     reserved seat for Christmas and Easter.  

3.  From your advantageous seat, you can smile    

     at, gawk at, ignore and otherwise enjoy the  

     rest of the people in the congregation.  

4.  The pastor is nearly always looking the other  

     way.  

5.  Youôre in a wonderful spot to see new  

     members. 

6. The cost for all these benefits? Just one evening a week. 

7. 7. Oh, yes, one more reason to join the choir: Youôre a 
leader in the wor4ship experience 



D ETROIT T IGER B ALL GAME  

 Tuesday,  September 9th  

Cost: $20.00/ticket  

Detroit Tigers play the Oakland Aôs 

We will be meeting at the church to car pool at 5:30 pm  

We need 15 people to get discount prices  

  To attend,  please sign up on the board by the office.  

It will be the final home series for the Tigers.  

 
 

CHIME CHOIR PRACTICE  
resumes on September 4, 2008 
at 6:30 pm in the lounge.   
This accommodates those who 
are also in the senior choir, which 
starts immediately after we dis-
miss.   
This is a fun time for anyone  

It is not necessary to be able to carry a tune vo-
cally.  You must be able to count to 4 usually and 
sometimes 6.  If that is a problem, we can help 

with that.   If new to the concept, you will only be 
required to have one chime per song, however, 

down the road a ways when you are totally bored 
with just one chime, we will give you a second 
chime.  And if you desire, we will let you chime 
more than that.   We do not have many that re-

quest to ring 3 or more  
chimes, but it could be done.  A commitment is 

necessary, as every chimer is dependent on hear-
ing the other chimes being played to get the com-
plete song in place.  The important parts of this is 
to have 2 hands, not be color blind, and count up 

to 4 (or possibly 6).  If you can do these things 
and are willing to commit to every Thursday (at 

least just about every Thursday) you are welcome 
to come and join us.  In fact, we would love 
to have you join us!    See you on Thursday, 

September 4, 2008, ready to chime away!  

 

               Random Acts of Kindness  

 

Do you ever have those thoughts of I really 
should send a card toéor I wish a I had a extra 
$30.00 bucks just to send anonymously be-
cause it would mean so much to someone. (We 
have some money we could use in this way). Or, 
is there an organization that is doing such good 
things you would like share their mission? Or, 
would you just like to do some small kind act 
that just might make the world a kinder place?  

 Once a month, beginning on Saturday, 
September 6th at 9:00 until about 10:30 lets get 
together and talk about, do something and/or 
plan how we might get together once a month 
(either on Saturday mornings or another day). 
Join pastor and letôs see where the spirit might 
lead us! 

Mark Your Calendar  

 Joybells  

will be here  

 Sunday, December 21 st !  



  

 

 

 



      

ALC  

DINNER THEATER  

  

òAND SO THEY HAD NONEó  
 

  Yes, itôs in the works!   

The play is a comedy/mystery dinner theater that will take place   

At  7:00 pm  

On  September 19 th , 20 th , 26 th , and 27 th    

Mark your calendars for a delicious play and a funny meal.  Er, you 
know what I mean!  Price for the tickets is $12 per person, $20 per 
couple.   

The play?  ñAnd So They Had Noneò performed by the world famous 
Mighty Fortress Players.  Okay, at least ALC famous!  Who stole the 
Boston Cream Pie??  Was it the henpecked husband?  Or the karate 
trained IRS agent?  Maybe it was the globe trotting tycoon, or his Ger-
man wife.  Oré??  And what shall we have for dessert?  Come enjoy a 
fun - and tummy -filled evening.   

Tickets will be available a few weeks previous and MUST be pur-
chased in advance, so we know how many ways to slice up the dessert 
~ if there is any to be had!  Watch for updates.  



 
 Did you know? In an effort to keep up with our growing, going ñThis Way óN That family this DID YOU KNOW section will try 
to keep us in touch with members changes, transitions, ñgrowingsò  and ñgoings on!ò Please help us keep in touch with our 
ALC family by sending an e-mail of children and grandchildren, going to school, getting married, jobs, houses, and so on. And 
all of the rest of us who are having grandchildren, great- grandchildren, discovering new frontiers in jobs, ventures and other 
ventures. The hope is that we will be better able to pray for each other, keep in contact, rejoice and even mourn as a family. 
Send you news to amluth@sbcglobal.net, or put a line, paragraph or special letter in the offering plate or office.  

 DID YOU KNOWééé.. 

That the first Jig saw Puzzle is complete?  (minus one piece) It was a group project over the last few weeks and we 
hope all who took part enjoyed themselves.  There will be a new puzzle to work on shortly and we hope that on Sunday morn-
ings, after service or whenever you may be at church that you feel free to pick up a piece and join in the fun!  Thanks to all who 
help complete the first puzzle.  There are several more to come! Let the puzzling begin! 

 

So, you thought the ALC church picnic was rained out? Oh No, it wasnôt.  Between 40ï 45  picnickers retreated from 
Metro Beach and back to church and had a great time and great food.  Thanks to Vicki for a super grill job!  

      First Communion Classes for  All Those Third Grade and 

Above  Who Have Not Yet taken First Communion Classes and Desire 
to Prepare For Holy Communion!  

  We will have two classes: Tuesday, October 28 th  6-8 and  

      Tuesday, November 4 th   6-8 
Let Pastor know, or leave a message with the office if you are interested and whether these 

dates will, or will not work for you!  

 

Mark Your Calendars!  

 Saturday March 14th 2009  

The world-renowned  

Wittenberg University Choir  
is coming to American Lutheran Church with our own  

                                                                                Jaci Upleger! 

mailto:amluth@sbcglobal.net


         

                     
 
                                    

       
                            
 

 

 

 

        

 

SEPTEMBER  

 

1st              Kenneth & Betsy Olson         35 Years  

2nd             Michael & Erika Bates         45 Years  

2nd           Anthony & Lisa Manetta        7 Years  

5th          Andrew & Carolyn Patzert     44 Years  

17th              Robert & Lois Brown          59 Years  

21st                John & Clare Plonka          12 Years  

22nd          Nicholas & Anna Benson        1 Year  

24th           Jason & Tammy Pretzer       14 Years  

27th              Marc & Susan Bates            5 Years  

29th              Duane & Mary Zube          18 Years      

 

 OCTOBER  

 

5th        Christopher & Laura Bianco      23 Years  

7th             Michael & Vera Bolash         41 Years  

7th            Alan & Kathleen Snyder        41 Years  

8th           Michael & Sonja Bennett        14 Years  

14th          Greg & Dawn Anderson         25 Years  

18th            Clyde & Sally Heaton           28 Years  

23rd            Jeffery & Stacie Pretzer       10 Years  

SEPTEMBER  
      
          
5thðAmanda Bianco 
         Joelle Krempa 
6thðSandy Markham 
8thðMichael Lasker 
          Clementine Osterlund 
10thðRobert Phillips  
11thðThomas Guisgand 
           John Plonka 
           Mickey Sobieski 
12thðLaura Bianco 
           Blanche Fraser 
13thðPam MacKay 
17thðErik Rothenhauser 
18thðDale Miller  
20thðDonald Plonka 
21stðLorraine Hengesbach 
23rdðEllen Keyt 
24thðJon Scavone 
26thðMichael Bates 
            John Mikle  
            Emma Valentik  
     

OCTOBER  
  
 
2ndðAmber Lamky 
          Donald Sputa 
6thðAmy Hajduk  
7thðGen Olson 
10thðSandra Kerr 
12thðShannon Boeck 
           William Lucas  
13thðKathy Christopher  
           Carol Harner  
14thðHelen Baldwin  
           Mary Valentik  
16thðMarjorie Wade  
17thðDanielle Hibbard  
           Ken Olson 
18thðGloria Babcock 
           Harold Bock 
20thðJames Christopher 
21stðColleen Miller  
22ndðCarrie Miller  
             John Sleziak 
24thðLexie Mooney 
28thðJaney McGlashen 



 

ALCôS  FARMERS MARKET 

        Calling all of our ALC  

Garden Farmers to bring in their extra tomatoes, cu-
cumbers,  

Peppers, squash, flowers...ect  

 

 To sell at our Farmers Market which will be held after 
each church service.  All our members who are unable 

to garden appreciate being able to get fresh veggies.  
The proceeds will be given to a local charity.  

COFFEE HOUR  

Hosts and Hostesses needed!  
 

To be able to continue our fellowship hour after service on Sun-
day morning we need volunteers to help make and server cof-
fee and juice.  If you would like to volunteer but are unable to 

fill the large coffee pot just let the office know and Greg Ander-
son will fill it on Saturday.  All you will need to do is place a fil-

ter inside the coffee section and add the coffee amount re-
quired switch the coffee pot on and in about an hour you have 

coffee!  
 

To make 55 cups of coffee in the large pot  
 (which is what we have been making)  

3 cups of coffee is needed  

A quart of coffee cream is more than enough  

and the sugar and sweetener is already provided.  

1/2 to 1 gallon of juice is needed for the children and the young 
at heart.  

Please sign up or let the office know what Sunday  




